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(Editor's Note: University of Dayton faculty and staff are involved in the centennial of flight
celebration in myriad ways- from volunteering to help stage Inventing Flight festivities to
conducting research for the next generation of aircraft.)
FACULTY AND STAFF JOIN INVENTING FLIGHT'S SMALL ARMY OF VOI,UNTEERS,
HELP REGION PUT ITS BEST FOOT FORWARD DURING THREE-WEEK CELEBRATION
Volunteers from all walks of the University of Dayton campus say they're devoting time and
energy to the Inventing Flight celebration because they want to be a part of history and "help the
region put its best foot forward."
In all, nearly 30 UD faculty and staff have stepped forward to help pull off three weeks of
aviation events, activities and entertainment to commemorate the 100th anniversary of flight.

"I enjoy volunteering, but I also have a serious interest in flight/' said Judy Keyes,
administrative assistant in UD's enrollment management office who will serve as a bus tour guide.
"My mother was one of the first women pilots in Dayton in the early 1940s, maybe even the late
1930s. I have always wanted to fly and love to go every chance I get. On Sunday, I went up for
about 30 minutes in an ultra-light plane with one of the pilots who flew from Dayton to Kitty
Hawk, N.C."
University archivist Kerrie Cross will spend three days checking in volunteers, verifying
credentials and coordinating parking. "This is an exciting opportunity to help out with the biggest
event ever sponsored by the people of Dayton/' she said. "Based on the Wright brothers'
innovations, Dayton's history of aeronautical and aerospace development over the last 100 years is
a large part of our legacy to the world."
Lisa Rismiller, director of UD's Women's Center, volunteered during the 1987 Pan American
games in Indianapolis and knows the value of a devoted corps of volunteers. "It was clear that the
Pan Am games could not have been pulled off without the involvement of huge numbers of
volunteers/' said Rismiller, who will serve as an "ambassador" at the blimp meet at the U.S. Air
Force Museum and spend two days as a bus tour guide. "Hundreds of people have devoted hours,
months, years to planning this celebration, but despite that, they can't do it alone. They need the
small army of front-line people to give the celebration the 'personal touch' that can make the
difference between a good event and a once-in-a-lifetime celebration."
Terri Matthews, administrative assistant in the president's office, wanted to be involved "as
a way to give something back to the community and also to be a part of history." As an
ambassador, she will welcome visitors and tell them about the invention of flight. Fran Duell,
secretary in the English Language Multicultural Institute, volunteered as a bus guide and
ambassador "because I was a history teacher, and this celebration fascinated me, especially since
Dayton is my hometown and the Wright brothers are from here."
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Contact: Judy Keyes at (937) 229-3717; Kerrie Cross at 229-4267; Lisa Rismiller at 229-5592;
Terri Matthews at 229-4122; or Fran Duell at 229-3729.
WE TALK ABOUT ECONOMIC IMPACT, BUT WHAT'S THE IMAGINATION IMPACT?
In 2000, Richard Stock, director of UD's Business Research Group, conducted an economic
impact study of the Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park, which includes the Wright
Cycle Co., the Wright brothers' print shop, Huffman Prairie Flying Field, the John W. Berry Sr.
Wright Brothers Aviation Center and the Paul Laurence Dunbar State Memorial. According to the
study, the park could welcome between 75,000 and 450,000 visitors this year and create an
economic impact of between $5.5 million and $15.5 million.
Those number don't impress Stock as much as the power of the celebration on the
imagination. "The biggest pay-off for the region is not in the short-run impact of visitors who will
come in increased numbers this year. Nor is the long-term impact only in the long-term
revitalization of the Wright-Dunbar neighborhood or the establishment of a national park with its
associated draw. The long-term impact is in the kindling of the dreams of children who believe 'I'm
not so different from Paul Laurence Dunbar' and of entrepreneurs who say to themselves, 'I'm not
so different from the Wright brothers."'
Contact: Richard Stock, (937) 229-2453.
UDRI ATTRACTS RECORD SPONSORED RESEARCH, BULK IN AVIATION
It's no surprise that in the birthplace of the Wright brothers, the University of Dayton
Research Institute has grown into the largest not-for-profit research-and-development organization
in the region. With a sponsored research volume of more than $50 million- a record for the 47year-old center- UDRI has grown into the largest nonmedical research facility on any Catholic
campus in the country. Nationally, it's second only to Penn State University in materials research,
according to National Science Foundation 2002 statistics.
In labs on campus and at nearby Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, UDRI researchers are
looking for microscopic defects in turbine engine disks in the military's aging fleet, simulating
aircraft crash impacts to determine if black box data will survive and developing advanced fuels
for aircraft, among numerous other projects.
Contact: To arrange interviews with researchers or Mickey McCabe, director of UDRI, call Pamela
Gregg at (937) 229-3268. See www.AviationExperts.org.
IF YOU'RE AN AVIATION HISTORIAN, THIS IS THE PLACE TO BE
On the eve of the centennial of powered flight, Janet Bednarek is working with Inventing
Flight to tout Dayton as the birthplace of aviation- and innovation.
Much like the Wright brothers lifted the world to new heights with their historic 12-second
flight at Kitty Hawk, N.C., on Dec. 17, 1903, she's elevating their image, taking the wind out of
misperceptions about the Dayton bicycle repairmen.
"They're often portrayed as high school drop-outs," said Bednarek, chair of UD's history
department. "They were actually self-educated individuals. They were natural engineers with welldeveloped abilities in mathematics. They developed an engineering approach to the invention of the
airplane. They went from concept to machine in a systematic, methodical, professional way. In
many ways, they were geniuses."
Bednarek and her husband, Michael, will sign copies of their newly published book, Dreams
of Flight: General Aviation in the United States, at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, July 8, at Books & Co., 350 E.
Stroop Rd.
Contact: Janet Bednarek, (937) 229-2848.

